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UNITED STATES GOVERN. JT * 

Memorandum 

DE' TMENT OF JUSTICE 

to : Mr* Belcher 

date: March 29* 1967 

from : Ed Molenof 

EM:lh 

subject: Dave Ferrie 

In connection with IIS v. Marcello 
Conspiracy, Mew Orleans* 

■M 9- // 


Reference is made to the attached copy of a letter dated 
October 2k, 1963 from David W. Ferrie to the Consul General of 
Italy* resident in New Orleans ; to the covering letter by Mr. 

Miller transiTdtting the above to Mr. Sanders* and to your routing 
slip requesting my thoughts in the matter, 

| 

Mr. Gill was an associate counsel with Jack Washerman 
in the Haw Orleans case in which Marcello was defendant* charges; 
violation of Sec. 371* Title 16, U.S.C. (conspiracy to defraud the 
United States), 

We do know that Ferrie was an "investigator 11 for Marcello 
in the case, working "closely" with Wasserman, and did use Gill's 
office as a base. 

The indictment charged Marcello with the obtaining of 
a false and fraudulent birth certificate in Guatemala (bribing 
local public officials) and presenting same in person to the 
Italian Consul in New Orleans for the purpose of thwarting his 
then immediate deportation to Italy, Italy had consented to* 
and had issued travel papers for said deportation on the strength 
of its records, reflecting Italian citizens hip of his parents. 

The presentation by Marcello of the fraudulent Guatemala birth 
certificate to Consul in Mew Orleans caused., the Italian officials 
to withdraw its consent, and travel orders. 

Prior to the letter of Oct* 2k, 1963 our records fail to 
reflect activity by Ferrie in Marcello’s behalf, and he did not 
actively enter the picture to our knowledge (the first time I heard 
of 'the name Ferrie >-^-until Saturday, November 9, 1963, a few days 
prior to Marcello’s trial which commenced on Monday, Nov, 11, in the 
manner reflected in my memorandum to you dated March 17, 1967, 
captioned "Dave Ferrie -In connection with U_* S, v, Marcello 3 
Conspiracy, Mew Orleans," 
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At the time Ferrie's letter of Oct, 2k was writ ten } 
Wasserma n was endeavoring to secure an interview with the 
Italian consulate in l^ew Orleans } and securing of documentary 
examination of the Consulates files re: the filing of the false 
birth certificate* Consul consistently refused to grant such 
interview and Ferris's letter was part of the effort, A sub- 
sequent appeal by Wasserman to the court requiring Consul to 
submit to an interview and production of records failed, 

I hope this satisfactorily explains the matter and I 
will be happy to assist you at ary time in any further inquiiy. 


